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Reflecting Back & Renewing Hope! 
“Search for the Lord and for his strength; continually seek him. Remember the 

wonders he has performed, his miracles, and the rulings he has given… (1 

Chronicles 16:11-12 NLT) 
 

Dear Christ Church Family and Friends: 
 

“I can’t wait for 2020 to end!” 
 

I imagine many of us have heard or even said these or similar words. Without question 2020 has been a 

challenging year – global pandemic, political unrest, systemic racism, economic downturn and more. 

Like many, I’ve been trying to make sense of the experiences of 2020 by prayerfully reading and         

reflecting on the past and wondering what the new year will bring. 
 

The writer of the text above reminds us that God is faithful and encourages us, in reflecting on the past 

year, to see that God is with us and has been active in our lives even when we didn’t realize it. I’ve heard 

amazing stories from our Church family and others of how, despite the pain, difficulty and grief, this past 

year resulted in: 

 Renewed focus on prayer and connection with God. 

 Heightened sense of connection with those in our neighborhoods, nation and world. 

 Intentionality in reaching out and reconnecting with family and friends, 

 Reimagined careers and new ways of earning a living. 

 Commitment to meaningful change in our society. 

 Mindfulness about personal heath and the health of others. 

 Openness to learn and use communications technology. 

In keeping with our ministry theme, Letting God Stretch Us, look back and give thanks that, through a 

difficult year, God has been with us, has challenged and stretched us and, in doing so, has blessed us. 
 

With the development of vaccines, a change in leadership and the possibility of government economic 

assistance, we begin 2021 with renewed hope. None of us can predict what 2021 will be like. We know it 

will not be easy, yet we know that God is faithful, is in control and is with us. In the words of Proverbs 

3:5-6, may we begin 2021 trusting in the Lord with all our hearts, leaning not on our own understanding, 

seeking God’s will in all that we do and knowing that God will show us which path to take.   
 

Be Blessed & Stretched in 2021! 
    

Pastor Jackie 
 

Rev. Jacqueline Jones-Smith  

Senior Pastor 







 
Please remember when shopping on Amazon to “smile” at Christ Church. Simply go to 

smile.amazon.com and select Christ Methodist Church Inc. (the St. Petersburg 
location) as your charity of choice. Then continue to shop as normal. It is that easy! 

 

We Extend a Warm Welcome to Diane Gray! 
 
 

We have wonderful news to share! Christ Church welcomed our new Accountant/Bookkeeper 
during the month of November. After a few days of intense training with Myra, Diane Gray is 
officially a member of our small but mighty staff! 
 
Diane was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri. She graduated from the University of Colo-
rado in Colorado Springs. After graduating, she planned a temporary move to Florida to work 
with her father. This temporary visit led to permanent residency in the Sunshine State! 
 
Diane has a remarkable talent and heart for music as well as evangelism ministry. She proudly 
proclaims that she has been singing since the day she was saved on December 23, 1979! 
Diane had the great fortune to study voice with a local Florida opera coach. Because she has 
been blessed with her musical talent she is dedicated to sharing the gospel and God’s glory 
through her music. We look forward to hearing her beautiful coloratura soprano voice in the 
future…Think Sandy Patti and her Christian music! 
 
Diane has many more stories to share. When our church doors open in the new year, be sure 
to stop by and welcome her to our church staff. We are blessed to have her on our staff! 

 

Welcome, Joel Miner 

Christ Church is excited to welcome another new staff member, Joel Miner! Joel is now        
officially on board as our Building Maintenance Caretaker. You’ll see him busy at work tak-
ing care of our grounds and preparing our building for when we are safe to reopen our 
doors in 2021. Look for more information about Joel in our next newsletter. For now, when 
visiting our church campus, be sure to introduce yourself and say hello. We are thrilled you 
have joined our staff and church family, Joel! 



Hortin Child Development Center 
 

 

Wow, 2020 flew by in a whirlwind of crazy events happening 

one after another and more than ever before, I think it’s safe 

to say we are all ready to ring in a brand new year!   

 We hope you all enjoyed your holidays with family and friends, 

whether that was done in person or in spirit.  Now that the 

holidays are behind us, we are ready to get back to our 

“normal” routine.  We’ll still have plenty of fun days ahead to 

look forward to, so there are no sad faces here! 

This year will hold new possibilities with excitement around 

every corner and we hope the same for you!  Here’s to a 

blessed and happy New Year! 
 

 

Jessica Passman 

Hortin Preschool, Director 



 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

 
 

THE ADVENT THAT FELT LIKE LENT 

By Rev. John Fanestil (California-Pacific Conference) 
 

This is the Advent that feels like Lent 

With candles illumining not a wreath 

But a path lined with crosses 

As far as the eye can see. 
 

This is the Advent that feels like Lent 

The certainty of Christmas all but lost 

In the only countdown that seems to matter 

To that still unknown day 

When the world can again breathe free. 
 

This is the Advent that feels like Lent 

Unable to gather with loved ones 

We cower alone in our Upper Rooms 

Our hope seems all but swallowed by concern, 

Our peace punctured by anxiety, 

Our love overshadowed by division, 

Our joy overwhelmed by sorrow. 
 

But when I went outside 

into this cold and sleepless night 

I was reminded: 
 

That in the ancient telling of our story 

God sees no difference 

Between the darkness of the womb 

And the darkness of the tomb 

For each presents yet one more opportunity 

to speak the creative word, 
 

That the angel sent to Mary 

at the manger in Bethlehem 

And the angel sent to the disciples 

graveside near Golgotha 

Came singing the same tune, 

"Fear Not," "I am with you," 
 

And that the One who emerges 

from both Advent and Lent 

puts flesh and bone 

On the divine Word 

that darkness cannot overcome 

And the Word is always "Light!" 
 

 

May you be blessed by the Light of Christ, 

Carol Paton 

      



Hello Church Family, 

COVID-19 vaccines have started to be available in the US. Here are a few things the CDC has to say about 

the vaccine in 8 Things to Know about the U.S. COVID-19 Vaccination Program published on Dec. 13, 

2020. Read the full article here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/8-things.html  

1. To monitor the safety of the vaccine, CDC is asking that vaccine recipients log in to v-safe on their 

smartphone to monitor their health afterward. Your healthcare provider will give you information 

on how to access v-safe once you receive your vaccine. 

2. You need 2 doses of the currently available COVID-19 vaccine. A second shot 3 weeks after your 

first shot is needed to get the most protection. 

3. Because the current supply of COVID-19 vaccine in the United States is limited, CDC recommends 

that initial supplies of COVID-19 vaccine be offered to healthcare personnel and long-term care 

facility residents. 

4. The goal is for everyone to be able to easily get vaccinated against COVID-19 as soon as large 

enough quantities are available. Once vaccine is widely available, the plan is to have several thou-

sand vaccination providers offering COVID-19 vaccines. 

5. Possible side effects and recommended treatment: 

 On the arm where you got the shot: 

         Pain: Apply a clean, cool, wet washcloth over the area. Use or exercise your arm. 
                       Swelling 
 Throughout the rest of your body: 

          Fever: Drink plenty of fluids. Dress lightly. 
          Chills 
          Tiredness 
          Headache 

6. Vaccine doses purchased with U.S. taxpayer dollars will be given to the American people at no 

cost. However, vaccination providers may be able to charge administration fees for giving the 

shot. Vaccination providers can get this fee reimbursed by the patient’s public or private insur-

ance company or, for uninsured patients, by the Health Resources and Services Administration’s 

Provider Relief Fund 

7. The first COVID-19 vaccine is being used under an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) from the 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Many other vaccines are still being developed and 

tested. 

8. It’s important for everyone to continue using all the tools available to help stop this pandemic as 

we learn more about how COVID-19 vaccines work in real-world conditions. Cover your mouth 

and nose with a mask when around others, stay at least 6 feet away from others, avoid crowds, 

and wash your hands often. 

Please speak to your healthcare provider to determine if getting the COVID-19 vaccine is right for you. 

May the New Year richly bless you, 

Katrina Goodrich 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/8-things.html


January 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 New 

Years Day 
2 
9:30 Laundry 
Drop 

3 
 

10:30 Holy 
Communion via Zoom 
 

Sunday Worship on 
YouTube. Search 
Christ Church St. Pete 
to find our channel 

4 5 6 
 
4:30 Lectionary 
Bible Study via 

Zoom 
 

 

7 
 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
via Zoom 

8 9 

10 
Noisy Coin -Salvation 
Army 
 

Sunday Worship on 
YouTube. Search 
Christ Church St. Pete 
to find our channel 

11 12 13 
 

4:30 Lectionary 
Bible Study via 
Zoom 

 

14 
 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
via Zoom 

15 16 

17  
 

Sunday Worship on 
YouTube. Search 
Christ Church St. Pete 
to find our channel 
 

 

18 
Martin 
Luther 
King Jr. 
Day 

19 20 
 

4:30 Lectionary 
Bible Study via 
Zoom 

 
 

7:00 Trustees 
Meeting via Zoom 

21 
 
 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
via Zoom 

22 23 

24 

Sunday Worship on 
YouTube. Search 
Christ Church St. Pete 
to find our channel 

25 26 27 
 

4:30 Lectionary 
Bible Study via 
Zoom 

28 
 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
via Zoom 

29 30 

31 5th Sunday 
Children’s Home 

Sunday Worship on 
YouTube. Search 
Christ Church St. Pete 
to find our channel 

      



January and February 1st - 15th 

1/09 Bob Bortner 

1/12 Mark Dillman 

 Dorothy Eviota 

1/13 Alice Pfeifer 

1/14 Betty Martin 

1/15 Brandon Burr 

1/16 Mary LeBlanc 

1/17 Cory Ocker 

1/19 Mike Passman 

1/21 Logan Brown 

2/01 Constance Wisor 

2/03 Ben Alderson 

 Diana Norred 

2/06 Richard Fraze 

2/08 Morris Clement 

 Cody Hoyman 

 Cory Hoyman 

2/09 Thomas LeBlanc 

 Ronnie Williams 

2/13 Landis Braddock 

2/14 Mark Dearmin 

2/15 Madonna Brownlee 

 Paul Eifler 

 Dick Vazzano 

1/24 Neil Dobson 

1/25 Barbara Camburn 

 Katrina Goodrich 

 John Hopkins 

1/26 Keith Aleman 

1/28 Jacob Fraze 

1/30 Brayden Nicoulin 

Happy Anniversary  
 

 

1/17 Mark & Carrie Bortner 

*Our Birthday and Anniversary 

lists will now include the first 15 

days of the upcoming month. 

This is to ensure that everyone 

will not miss any important dates. 

Thank you. 



December 18th “Celebrate Outreach” held a Memorial Service for our homeless neighbors who 

passed away in 2020.  Please read these names and pray over them. 

 
Jeanette Agee 

Freddie Allen 

Harold Allmond 

Robert Anthony Jr. 

Franklin Avera 

Jason Ballard 

Steven Bassett 

Daniel Beckley 

Scott Boorsma 

William Bowser 

Ronald Brennan Jr. 

Joel Bresko 

Adrian Brown 

David Bruce 

Carl Canale 

Lafred Carmen 

Cindy Carpenter 

Bianca Civita 

Franklyn "Joe" Cooke 

Robert DeCharo 

Billy Dennie 

Martin Dorough 

 

 

For information about this multi faith organization that supports the homeless community in Pinellas 

Co. go to www.celebrateoutreach.org.  

Darren Edmonds 

Robert Ferrell 

Allison Fernandez 

Joseph Flad 

Mark Frank 

Raymond Furr 

Michael Gard 

William German 

Michael Glaze 

William "Skip" Hall 

Dennis Hartsuff 

Tiffany Haskell 

Cody Heilig 

Vincent Henry 

Aaron Holley 

Stephen Jackson 

Russell Kirby 

Johnathan Kirk 

Thomas Klunk 

Aaron Labadie 

Gabriel Lambru 

Brian McCauley 

Troy McCullough 

Alex Meiners 

James Nicholson 

Charles Perry 

Scott Pike 

Kenneth Pryor 

Oliver Rajcevic 

Steven Roberson 

Michael Salvatore 

Mark Savage 

Lester Schmitt 

Larry Seagraves 

Edward Dwayne Shaw 

Allen Sowards 

Michael Sparks 

Carl Stecko 

Tammie Walker 

Arnold Walton 

Holly Warren 

Jesse Widener 

Nicholas Woodrum 

 

http://www.celebrateoutreach.org

