
 

Volume 37  Issue 01 

Jnaury 2020 

C H R I S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

           

Giving Thanks; Staying Focused! 
“So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us. 

If any of you have something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God 

will clear your blurred vision – you’ll see it yet! Now that we’re on the right track, 

let’s stay on it.” (Philippians 3:15, The Message) 
 

Greetings Christ Church Family: 

     It is with great joy and thanksgiving to announce that on December 13th we closed on the sale of our lot 

for $5.3 Million with parking easements in perpetuity. This sale, which is valued at $6.3 Million, represents a 

new beginning and necessary first step toward financial stability that will accrue to Christ Church St. Pete’s 

ministry. We give thanks to Almighty God, who knows the plans for us. In addition, we a grateful to:  

 Joshua Smith, the strategist behind the sale and Chair of the Business Development Group (BDG).  

 Richard Fraze, Trustee Chair, and Steve Dockweiler, Vice Chair, who negotiated the transaction. 

 BDG members Bob Stewart, Rev. Tom Gregory, Mark Buehrle, Jim Norred and Gail Vazzano. 

 Trustees Mark Buehrle, Pat Evans Luanna Leonard, Jim Norred, Mike Passman, Janice Swartz and 

Gail Vazzano. 

 KW Commercial real estate partners, John Wittner and Jake Wollman. 

 Gulf Central District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Candace Lewis and from the Florida Conference, Rev. 

Dan Jackson, Vital Congregations, and Rev. Alex Shanks, Executive Assistant to Bishop Ken Carter.  

For all these we give thanks! 

     Now the hard work begins. In keeping with our ministry theme, “Letting God Stretch Us,” the Apostle 

Paul above reminds us to remain focused and disciplined as we pursue next steps. We are planning a 

congregational meeting for January and will brief all on steps already begun in moving forward including: 

 Establishing a firm financial foundation for future ministry, 

 Addressing our building and technology needs, 

 Developing a parking plan, 

 Analyzing the best use of our church building as a revenue source, 

 And continuing to build on current ministries and outside relationships in health & wellness, coin 

laundry support, pack-a-sack, Hortin CDC and others.  

In the words of Apostle Paul, “now, that we’re on the right track, let’s stay on it!” 
 

Pastor Jackie  
      

Rev. Jacqueline Jones-Smith  

Senior Pastor 

 



Christ Church Youth are continuing to grow closer to God and one another.  Kiara Passman invited another new 

friend, Nicole, to our Christmas Party and she was showered with food, gifts, fun and friendship.  We do hope she 

continues to join us in the new year.  BIG thanks to: Joyce Jacks, Sally Courant, Jim and Janice Swartz, and Laurie 

Lieber for providing amazing dinners for the group in December.  Moving forward we will have sign up sheets for 

these dinners in both services, so please be consider signing up for this important part of our burgeoning ministry.   

We had a blast joining      

others at Christ Church and 

walking in this               

year’s Santa Parade!            

We helped hand out          

several pounds of candy    

and hundreds of  stretch 

bands with the 

#christchurchstpete                                         

hashtag.  Big Thanks             

to Paul Eifler for               

organizing this event          

and including us too! 

        Youth Group meets on 

— THURSDAYS 6:30-8:00PM — 

Resuming January 9th 

We enjoyed partnering                                               

with Sue Ellen, Mac and                                                                

others who put up the                                     

Christmas decorations in                                                   

both the Sanctuary and the                                                 

Chapel this year.  The Youth went                         

through the Chrismons, repaired some       

and retired others, then decorated the                

Sanctuary and Chapel trees.  Thank you 

to  all who were involved in making 

Christ Church beautiful for the holidays. 

Our spiritual focus for                                                                                                                                                                   

Advent was “Preparing Him                                                                                                                                       

Room”, making room for                                                                                                                                                                 

Jesus in our hearts, and                                                                                                                                                                

sharing Him as a gift with                                                                                                                                                            

others.  Allie Brien shared                                                                                                                                                                        

her gift with the group                                                                                                                                                 

playing and singing her                                                                                                                                                                                  

extraordinary rendition of Joy to the World.  Tiffany organized our first annual                                                                 

Christmas Cookie Exchange too!  Everyone baked two dozen cookies and brought                                                                              

them to exchange with the group.  We all walked away with an assortment of                                             

Christmas Cookies that would make everyone's grandmothers proud.  We ended the                                

year with a Christmas Party filled with decorations, gifts, food, fun, friends and more.                                                                                                                                                  

Our Youth Group is going to WINTER JAM 2020!                        
January 11, 2020 at 6pm—Amalie Arena, Tampa—$15 per student                                                         

If you would like to help our students attend Winter Jam please place a donation in the offering plate 

on Sundays with "Youth Winter Jam" on your envelope and/or check memo.  



Hortin Child Development Center 
 

     Wow, 2019 flew by in a flash!  It’s January and we are ready to 

ring in 2020!  I don’t know about you, but I’ve been hearing about 

2020 since I was in elementary school, as my 2nd grade teacher 

dreamed about flying cars and helmets that styled her hair.  While 

neither of those things exist as she predicted, it’s hard to believe 

2020 is here – where does the time go? 

     We hope you all enjoyed your holidays with family and friends.  

Now that the holidays are behind us, we are ready to get back to 

our “normal” routine.  We’ll still have plenty of fun days ahead to 

look forward to, so there are no sad faces here! 

This year will hold new possibilities with excitement around every 

corner and we hope the same for you!  Here’s to a blessed New 

Year! 
 

Jessica Passman 

Hortin Preschool, Director 

Clipping for Education 
 

     The UPC labels, bonus point labels, and box tops can be deposited in 

the church container located outside the sanctuary, or given at the office 

and Landis Braddock will mail them to Redbird Mission. The labels that we send are used for 

computers, school supplies, playground equipment, and vans to transport students and medical outreach 

functions in the community. Your very generous donations of labels and box tops are a part of 

our mission outreach in the heart of the Appalachian area of this great country of ours.  Please 

keep clipping! Your Missions Committee 



 

Kudos Corner – Josh Smith! 
A pastor’s spouse is often a silent partner. Such has been the case for 

Josh Smith. Since 2005 when Pastor Jackie began her first pastoral 

appointment, Josh has been a silent partner, advisor, cheerleader and 

sole support of his wife – a role they have both played for each other 

in their over 40 years of marriage. Sharing the gift of his rich baritone 

voice as a choir member and soloist was his only public ministry – 

until the couple moved to St. Petersburg.  

God unexpectedly called, and with Josh’s support, Pastor Jackie accepted a part-time appointment 

at Christ Church St. Pete. Little did they know it would be a full-time commitment for both of them. 

Within the first 30 days of this appointment, it became clear that Josh would have to take a more 

public role in this ministry. A nationally renowned entrepreneur and business executive who served 

on the Boards of Directors of FedEx, Caterpillar, Allstate and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and 

currently heads his own consulting firm, Josh has been the catalyst for many significant initiatives 

at Christ Church including the beautification of the courtyard, the Christ Church’s 125th 

Anniversary Celebration, Midweek Music & Meditation and marketing the Church through 

innovative signage and a positive press.  

When it became clear to Pastor Jackie that the Church needed a business strategy in order to 

recover it financial footing, she formed a task force which later became the Business Development 

Group (BDG) with Josh as its head. This was a key decision in securing Christ Church’s future, for 

Josh is the strategist behind our parking lot sale which included building relationships with the St. 

Pete Chamber of Commerce, the City of St. Petersburg and the business community. He led the 

BDG in recommending a commercial real estate firm and spearheaded the process of interviewing, 

ranking and recommending a developer to the Trustees. 

The BDG’s work is not done. It will begin analyzing and prioritizing building and infrastructure 

improvements that will generate needed revenue and will make recommendations to the Church.  

A dedicated disciple, Josh gives of his time, talent and treasure in service to the Lord. In addition to 

his active involvement in Christ Church development activities, each week he shares a warm smile, 

a big hug and his gift of hospitality in the Gathering and Midweek services and occasionally blesses 

us with his singing. Josh also serves with the Gulf Central District’s Operations Team and, at the 

request of the District Superintendent, consults with churches in the District on business 

development issues. With all this he continues to be the sole supporter of our Pastor.   

Josh Smith is truly an unexpected and much needed gift to Christ Church St. Pete.  



Wellness Corner 

Happy New Year Christ Church! 

     Flu season is still in effect so make sure you are practicing good handwashing. If you are already prone to 

illness, you may want to avoid large crowds during this season when you are more likely to be exposed to 

germs. Elevator buttons, door handles, light switches, and shopping carts all come into contact with many 

hands throughout the day. If you are using any of these objects, keeping hand sanitizer in your pocket or 

purse can offer protection until you are able to wash your hands. Don’t touch your face or handle food with 

unwashed hands. 

     Think about a trip to the movie theater: You enter the same door as all the other patrons who entered that 

day, exchanged money and tickets with the same staff members, went to the concession stand and touched 

the same surfaces, opened the same door to the theater, sat in the chair and pushed the remote button to lift 

your legs and get comfortable… How many people’s germs have you just encountered before you reach into 

that bag of popcorn and pop a piece into your mouth? 

     Okay, so maybe I’m a touch germophobic, but handwashing is still the best way to prevent illness. Here 

are some basic guidelines on when to wash your hands from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: 

 Before, during, and after preparing food 

 Before eating food 

 Before and after caring for someone at home who is sick with vomiting or diarrhea 

 Before and after treating a cut or wound 

 After using the toilet 

 After changing diapers or cleaning up a child who has used the toilet 

 After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing 

 After touching an animal, animal feed, or animal waste 

 After handling pet food or pet treats 

After touching garbage 

CDC also offers 5 steps to washing your hands: 

1. Wet your hands with clean, running water (warm or cold), turn off the tap, and apply soap. 

2. Lather your hands by rubbing them together with the soap. Lather the backs of your hands, between your 

fingers, and under your nails. 

3. Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds. Need a timer? Hum the “Happy Birthday” song from beginning 

to end twice. 

4. Rinse your hands well under clean, running water. 

5. Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry them. 

 

Katrina Goodrich 



Music Ministry Notes . . . .  
 

      The beginning of a new year brings with it many expectations for us. Normally we refer to these 

expectatons as ‘resolutions’. They really are promises to oursleves to start new habits that promote 

a healthier body, more family time, better communication skills, good judgement regarding 

spending/saving habits, etc.  Making these new habits stick with us is easier said than done. Unless 

we see huge success right away, we tend to lose interest and fall away from our expectations, 

promises and goals. In other words, we give up . . . we give up too quickly and slide back into our 

previous ‘comfort zones’.   
 

I’d like to suggest that we look for ‘company’ to motivate us into success with our expectations 

this year. . .  join an exercise class, become part of a book club, sing in the choir/play in a band, 

serve on a committee, invite friends to church and Bible study.  Doing things together motivates all 

involed to be engaged in achieving success.  Just take a look at the pictures below of the choir, 

handbells and praise band from our Winter Choral Concert . . .  all contributing, faces aglow with 

messages of hope and joy and peace and love. All received blessings in abundance in return.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expect great things from yourself this year . . . and join us on the journey of Christ’s fulfilling work for 

Christ Church. 

                                                                                                                          Blessings and Joy, 

Carol Paton 

~ 
SAVE THE DATES . . .   

Sunday, February 9, 2020 The St. Petersburg Community Band, under the direction of Dr. John 

Bannon will be in concert here at Christ Church at 3 pm.  

Sunday, February 16, 2020 begins week of celebration of The 128th Anniversary of Christ 

Church  at 10:30 am 

Sunday, February 23, 2020  A special Sunday with Bishop Ken Carter preaching, and the 

families of Hortin CDC and McCabe UMC joining us for worship at 10:30 am.  

 



Santa Parade 2019 



Winter Choral Concert 2019 



Noisy-Coin Offering 

 Our “noisy-coin” offering opportunity is on Sunday, January 12th. This 
offering will go to the St. Vincent de Paul. Also, remember to bring your food for the 
St. Vincent de Paul. You can place it in the grocery cart in the back of the Chapel and 
Sanctuary. If everyone brings just one can of food, think about the contribution we 
can make to help those less fortunate than we are. Thank you for continuing to 
support these Christ Church ministries on the second Sunday of each month. 

50+ers EVENTS  

 

Sunday, January 26th 12:00 pm  
 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
Sign up on the green  

“Connecting With You” sheet 

Coin Laundry Outreach 

     Our Laundry Drop Outreach program meets on the first Saturday of each month.  
Please consider joining us as we “drop-in” at neighboring laundromats; we meet in the 
courtyard at 9:30 am.  Be sure to indicate on the green sheet if you would like to 
come. We are grateful for the donations from Christ UMC congregation as well as 
those from Princess Martha, which have made this ministry possible. Not only do we 

drop coins in the machines, but we provide laundry baskets to replace worn plastic bags, provide 
detergent and softener sheets, and talk with and pray for those in need.  And in addition to being 
salty servers, we have great fun.  Come join us this Saturday, January 4th or if you can’t make it 
this month, plan for another. 

Pack - A - Sack 

 
Please don't forget our Pack-A-Sack children. We can always use individual wrapped crackers, tuna 

fish, oatmeal and pop tarts. Our next packing will be Thursday, January 2nd at 10 am.  If you 

would like to help with delivering the “sacks” please sign up in the Sanctuary or Chapel, via emailing 

info@christchurchstpete.org, or by calling the church office at 727-822-3343.   Thank you,  Cindy Fish 



 

 

 

 
 

 

The Gathering for Kids  
 

Sundays from 9:45 – 11:00 AM 

Children: Ages 3-4 to 5
th

 Grade 

A Fun Time in the Lord! 

Worship ·Singing ·Bible ·Stories ·Crafts 
(Led by CDC Certified Teachers) 

Wednesdays 

at 

12:00 Noon 
Bring your lunch.  

 
Please remember when shopping on Amazon to “smile” at Christ Church. Simply go to 

smile.amazon.com and select Christ Methodist Church Inc. (the St. Petersburg location) as 

your charity of choice. Then continue to shop as normal. It is that easy! 

 
 

        Midweek  

Music & Meditation 
 

Join us at Christ Church St. Pete for a weekly informal time of music, message and meditation 

in a peaceful courtyard setting in downtown St. Petersburg. Open to all.  
 
 

Christ United Methodist Church 

467 First Avenue N, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

727-822-3343 

 www.christchurchstpete.org 


