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Dear Christ Church Family: 

I write to provide an update on the outcome of the recent Special General Conference of our United 

Methodist (UM) Church in St. Louis. The delegates voted to approve the Traditional Plan which retains 

the current language in our UM Book of Discipline, that states that homosexuality is incompatible with 

Christian teaching, prohibits clergy from conducting same-sex weddings, and prohibits the ordination of 

homosexual persons. The plan also contains additional punitive measures against any clergy and 

conferences who violate these rules.  

This decision, which passed by a vote of 438 to 384, reflects our global United Methodist Church. 

According to our Bishop, Ken Carter, being a global church is a gift of “diversity” in which “the gospel is 

lived and shared across cultures.” This diversity, however, “is a great challenge in that we have different 

understandings and beliefs about the LGBTQ community.” Although attitudes regarding LGBTQ 

inclusion have changed in the U.S., in other countries homosexuality is not only taboo but in some 

instances is illegal. At General Conference, the foreign delegates, along with a minority of American 

delegates, constituted the majority that approved the Traditional Plan. 

The General Conference decision is profoundly disappointing and painful for many in our Christ Church 

Family who are members and supporters of the LGBTQ community. As your Pastor, I grieve with you 

and am sorry for the pain caused to members who have been hurt by this decision. I also believe that 

Traditional Plan supporters in our congregation are also grieving the pain this decision has caused. 

Indeed, this is a time for us to erase the lines that divide us and come together to comfort one another as a 

Church Family. 

As to next steps, there are still issues to be finalized and settled. The Special General Conference decision 

is a legislative decision that will not become church law until January 1, 2020. Before this takes place, 

the punitive measures contained in the Traditional Plan have been referred, for review, to the Judicial 

Council, the equivalent of the UM Supreme Court which previously ruled that such punitive measures are 

in violation of our UM Church Constitution. After the 2020 General Conference, Bishops will be holding 

meetings in their annual conferences on how details will be handled in each area. 

In the meantime, I believe we are called to wait – to pause, take a breath and prayerfully wait for God’s 

guidance through Holy Spirit. It is important for us to do so and not act precipitously based solely on 

emotion. Joe Iovino, UM Communications, says it best: 

 “In the days following General Conference 2019, the desire to move ahead  

is alluring. Those happy with the decisions are ready for implementation.  

Those grieving the results are tempted to react rashly.”  

 

Indeed, scripture underscores the wisdom of waiting for: 



 “Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up  

with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk  

and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we know that we are not to wait passively on the Lord. John Wesley, the 

founder of Methodism, calls on us to actively wait and pursue the means of grace by engaging, not only 

in acts of piety such as prayer, Bible study and partaking in the sacrament, but also by engaging in acts of 

mercy such as ministering to and serving those in need. In the words of Apostle Paul, “Let us not grow 

weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.”  (Galatians 6:9) 

 

Only a short time ago, we hosted our First Annual Community Health and Wellness Fair. It was an 

awesome outreach event. Over 60 Christ Church volunteers worked shoulder to shoulder – with no 

regard to age, race, or sexual orientation –  and made possible free health screenings and services for over 

250 persons in our community through over 50 providers. To God be the glory! 

 

My dear Sisters and Brothers, God is not finished with Christ Church. Even while our global United 

Methodist Church deals with the issues of the Special General Conference, there is still Kingdom work to 

do right here and right now. In keeping with our ministry theme, “Letting God Stretch Us,” let us 

stretch together as we prayerfully wait and continue to do God’s work as stakeholders in our St. 

Petersburg community. 

 

May God grant us grace while we go through this period of waiting. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Jackie 
 

Rev. Jacqueline Jones-Smith 

Senior Pastor  

 


