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Every Vote Matters!    
As United Methodists, “we hold governments responsible for the         

protection of the rights of people to free and fair elections…The form and 

leaders of all governments should be determined by exercise of the right 

to vote guaranteed to all adult citizens.” (2016 Book of Discipline, Social 

Principles, Para. 164A) 

 

Greetings Christ Church St. Pete Family & Friends: 

 

Election Day, November 3rd, is fast approaching. Elections are important. We are reminded in    

Exodus 8:21 “to select capable [persons] from all the people…and appoint them as officials over 

thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.” Our government makes policies that impact the daily lives of 

all citizens. It is important that all adult citizens have a voice in their government through the vote. 

Every vote counted is a voice heard. Every vote suppressed or not counted is a voice silenced.  

 

As Christians, we believe that all people are made in the image of God and are of sacred worth. In 

his earthly ministry, Jesus consistently elevated the lives and experiences of persons who had been 

overlooked and neglected and held those in power accountable to act in ways that recognized and 

included everyone’s sacred worth. Methodists have a long history of engaging in faithful social    

action for the rights of others. Indeed, our founder, John Wesley said “there is no holiness but social 

holiness.”  

 

Fundamental in recognizing the value of every life is the right to vote in free, fair and safe         

elections. Every vote matters however, we know that in our country systemic policies and practices 

have resulted in the historic and ongoing underrepresentation of racial and ethnic minority citizens 

through voting. The right to free and fair elections is not about the “donkey” or the “elephant; 

it’s about the “LAMB!”   
 

Recently, our Bishop, Ken Carter, formed an Antiracism Taskforce which issued a “Theological 

Statement on Voter Participation & Suppression” which states in relevant part: 

“Laws and practices such as restricting voter registration, mass purging of voter  

rolls, disproportionate closing of polling places in communities of color,  

gerrymandering, and felony disenfranchisement fail to show God’s love and  

treatment of neighbor as self and are sin. 
 

           Continued on page 2 

 



This year, protecting the right to free and fair elections is made all the more urgent  

by the COVID-19 pandemic. Government bears the responsibility to protect the  

health and safety of its citizens by providing safe alternatives to in-person voting –  

such as early voting, extension of registration periods, absentee and mail-in voting      

alternatives. We especially decry the recent government activities in not funding  

the U.S. Postal Service that have resulted in a slow-down of the mail delivery system as 

a means of suppressing the vote.” 

 

Each of us can do our part to assure free and fair elections. In keeping with our ministry theme, 

“Letting God Stretch Us:”  

 

Make sure that you (and family members) are registered to vote and that your name has 

not been purged from voting rolls or designated “inactive.” The deadline for registering 

to vote is October 5, 2020. If you didn’t vote in the last primary election but plan to 

vote this November, you should verify that you are actually registered to vote with the 

supervisor of elections in your county. For Pinellas County go to 

www.votepinellas.com  or call 727-464-VOTE (8683) 

Make a plan to vote. Especially during this COVID-19 pandemic it is important that you 

vote by mail and/or vote early. Early voting runs from October 19th through November 

1st. Do not wait until election day to vote by mail if you can help it. You can request a 

mail in ballot and verify that your vote has been counted by going to 

www.votepinellas.com.  

Educate yourself and others. Educate yourself about voting by mail. Learn about felony 

disenfranchisement after Amendment 4 was passed in 2018 by going to 

www.wegotthevote.org. 

Volunteer as a Poll Worker. Most poll workers are over 60 years of age. Because this is a 

high-risk population for COVID-19, election experts are concerned about a shortage of 

poll workers in November. If you are healthy and not in a high-risk category, consider 

volunteering to work at the polls. Learn more at www.votepinellas.com.  

Volunteer as a Non-Partisan Poll Monitor with the League of Women Voters St. Peters-

burg. For more information go to www.lwvspa.org/voter-election-protection.  

 

Every vote matters. Lift every voice and vote! 

 

 

Pastor Jackie    

Rev. Jacqueline Jones-Smith 

Senior Pastor 

http://www.votepinellas.com
http://www.votepinellas.com
http://www.votepinellas.com
http://www.lwvspa.org/voter-election-protection


We are pleased to announce a Special Service of Holy Communion 

Sunday, September 13 @ 10:30 AM 

We encourage you to join us before or after viewing our regular Sunday Service on YouTube 
for this live experience via Zoom. You will be able to join by computer, smartphone or by calling in 
by telephone.  We will provide the phone number and instructions in an email to keep the meeting 

more secure. 

This will be a thirty minute time of prayer, reflection, remembrance, and passing of the peace to-
gether. In preparation for this time together we ask that each participant gather items that may 

serve as your bread and fruit of the vine during the service (bread, crackers, or wafers along with 
grape juice is recommended). Pastor Jackie will pray a prayer of consecration over these elements 

prior to us all partaking together in this Holy Sacrament. 

Be sure to check your email for registration information. Or you can enter this web address into 
your browser to register: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdO-

vpzkuE9KzrlnURTRujI4dYU7ycypF 

 After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 





Hortin Child Development Center 
 

 It’s September, and Florida’s version of Fall is quickly 

approaching!  Despite Covid-19, we had a wonderful Summer filled with 

fun and silly days!  With the fun of Summer behind us, it’s time for a 

new school year to begin and we are ready and excited for all this year 

has to offer! 

Grandparents day is September 13th this year, and while 

we won’t be able to host our annual Grandparents lunch, 

we hope you will all take the initiative to let the 

Grandparents in your child’s life know how much they are 

loved and appreciated! 

On September 30th Hortin turns 29!  We are extremely 

grateful we’ve had 29 wonderful years!  The biggest reason 

we’ve been so successful is because of the partnership we 

have with CUMC (Christ United Methodist 

Church), we are eternally grateful for all the support and 

love the church has offered us and we are excited for the 

future! 

Stay healthy and safe, we hope you all have a blessed month! 

 

Jessica Passman 



MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Having the tools to support your desire to participate more effectively might be  helpful, and 

therefore, I’d like to offer you some tools to help you in your worship experience, specifically, a hymnal.  

Recently, I made hymnals available to choir members who did not have one at home. You will see some 

of them in the pictures below.  It was then that I realized some of YOU might like to have a hymnal at 

home too. We would be happy to offer you a hymnal. Keep it for now and return it when we are able to 

sing together in worship, again.  

     I will be providing hymnals on Sunday, Sept. 6 from 1 – 2pm. to anyone who drives by the back 

entrance (by the playground). I will be wearing a mask and gloves and hand you the hymnal while you 

remain in your car.  If you cannot come to the church, I will deliver a hymnal to your home.  Just call the 

church office to set up a time.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings and Joy,    

Carol Paton   

Have you ever wondered how you can 

participate more fully in worship?  

During this time of quarantine, partici-

pating together in anything may seem 

like an impossibility and more than we 

can handle. 



Farewell to Myra 
 
 

Say it isn’t so!! But, yes, Christ Church must say farewell 
to Myra Hays. She and her husband, Tim, have made the 
decision to relocate to Georgia. The move will allow them 
to be close to other family members. Myra’s mother, 
Martha Hays, now lives just outside of Atlanta. Myra and 
Tim plan to put their St. Pete house on the market and 
then find a home somewhere in the vicinity of where her 
mother, sister and niece now live. Their goal is to 
accomplish this by the end of October. 

 
Myra’s family moved from Indiana to Florida when she was a young girl in third 
grade. She and her family joined Christ Church and remembers that our own 
Richard Fraze taught the confirmation class she attended! As a teen in High 
School Myra attended Lakewood United Methodist Church, but returned to 
Christ Church after college while in her 20’s. During that time Myra enjoyed 
assisting Phil Hill Jr. with our youth program!  
 
Myra’s life took her in different directions for many years, but she came back to 
Christ Church in January of 2009 when our JAM program began. Janice Swartz 
recently shared with us, “Myra is a fine musician and has shared many, many 
marvelous musical moments/offerings together through the years for which we 
are eternally grateful!” 
 
Many of you will remember that Martha Hays, Myra’s mother, worked as the 
Financial Secretary at Christ Church for almost 8 years during the 1980’s. Fast 
forward to 2009 when Myra followed in her mother’s footsteps and was hired as 
our church Treasurer! For 11 years she has gone above and beyond the call of 
duty to serve. Myra has done an A+ job with keeping our church financial 
records and fulfilling the role of treasurer and bookkeeper. Her expertise, 
dedication, knowledge of church history and friendliness will be hard to replace! 
 
Myra, thank you for all of your years of service. God has truly blessed us! We 
wish you and Tim much happiness as you enter this new chapter in your lives.  
We hate to see you go, but know that family is calling. Please remember how 
much you are loved and that your Christ Church family will miss you!! 
 
 



 

Coin Laundry Drop Contribution 
 

 

 A big thank you to Virginia Fagen (our organist 

Barry Steven’s sister), for making and providing the 

Laundry Drop Ministry with 55 face masks to be 

distributed at various 

Laundromats. Virginia 

and her husband Jef, were 

members of Christ 

Church, and sang in the 

choir, before their move 

to Orlando, FL. They are 

now living on Round Top 

Mountain in Clayton, 

GA. 

 

 

 

Barry Stevens and his sister Virginia Fagen 

Virginia with the face masks she made 

for the Laundry Drop 

 
Please remember when shopping on Amazon to “smile” at Christ Church. Simply go to 

smile.amazon.com and select Christ Methodist Church Inc. (the St. Petersburg location) as your 
charity of choice. Then continue to shop as normal. It is that easy! 

Staying Connected 
 

Please check out Christ Church on all our Social Media platforms. 
 

Visit our website www.christchurchstpete.org  

Like us at facebook.com/ChristChurchStPete 

Follow us at Instagram.com/ChristChurchStPete  

Subsribe to YouTube.com and search Christ Church St Pete Florida 

Also, be sure to use the hashtag #christchurchstpete when posting to social media so 

that everyone can see what you added.  

http://www.christchurchstpete.org
http://facebook.com/ChristChurchStPete


Hello Church Family, 

I hope everyone is staying well. Many of the health observances in September focus on topics 
related to weight and nutrition so I thought I would share some great ideas that Wendy Wesley, RDN 
at the St. Petersburg Free Clinic shared at a meeting I attended. Wendy posts videos on YouTube. I 
highly recommend checking them out: https://www.youtube.com/user/StPeteFreeClincFL/videos 
So, I promise not to use the word that starts with Die and ends with T. Still, if I were to ask you what 

two things you need to cut back on to make your meals healthier, many of you would probably say, 

“Salt and sugar.”  We all talk about cutting back on salt and sugar, but do we ever plan on how to do 

that? 

Let’s look at salt. Usually, we are allowed 1500 to 2000 milligrams per day. Some of your doctors 

have suggested lower. 

Tip 1 from Wendy was to aim lower than your daily allowance because so many foods have hidden 

salts in them. If your goal is 1500 mg, try aiming for 1300-1400 mg instead. 

Tip 2 from Wendy: Many of us have a hard time conceptualizing milligrams, so let’s convert it into 

something we are used to budgeting. 

1mg salt = 1 cent or $0.01 

1500 mg salt = $15.00 

Maybe for lunch you would like Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup. 1 serving (1/2 cup) = 890 mg of 

sodium or $8.90 of your salt budget. That’s over half your budget gone in that ½ cup of soup. 

If you know you want to reduce sodium in your meals and you have chicken noodle soup 4 days out 

of the week. Your plan to reduce sodium could start with cutting back to having your soup only once 

a week or you could start by trying low sodium soup instead and then cut back from there. 

Note: The manufacturer can label a package as “low sodium” if the amount of sodium in that 

package is less than would be found in the regular version of that same brand. Check other brands 

to see if they offer a lower sodium content.   

The added sugar limits advised by the American Heart Association are: 

Women and children: 6 teaspoons or 25 grams of added sugar 

Men: 9 teaspoons or 36 grams of added sugar 

When you look at the label, look under the sugar content and it will tell you if there are any added 

grams of sugar. 

Just like salt, how can you plan to reduce your sugar intake? Maybe you drink sweet tea or soda 

twice a day and you want to start by cutting back to once a day. 

You know best what you can reasonably do. Make it an easily achievable goal so you can feel 

successful and motivate yourself to push that goal one step further once you have succeeded. 

Stay well,  
Katrina Goodrich 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StPeteFreeClincFL/videos


September 2020 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 
 

7:00  Racial Di-
vide Bible 
Study via 
Zoom 

3 
 
 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 
via Zoom 

4 5 
 

6  
 

Sunday Worship on 
YouTube. Search 
Christ Church St. 
Pete to find our 
channel 

7 Labor 
Day 

8 9 

 

7:00  Racial 
Divide Bible 
Study via 
Zoom 

10 
 
 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 
via Zoom 

11 12 

13  
 

Special Communion 
Service via Zoom 

14 15 16 
 

7:00 Racial Di-
vide Bible 
Study via 
Zoom 

7:00 Trustees 
Meeting 

17 
 
 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 
via Zoom 

18 19 

20 
 

Sunday Worship on 
YouTube. Search 
Christ Church St. 
Pete to find our 
channel 

21 22 23 
 

7:00  Racial Di-
vide Bible 
Study via 
Zoom 

24 
 
 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 
via Zoom 

25 26 

27 
 

SundayWorship on 
YouTube. Search 
Christ Church St. 
Pete to find our 
channel 

28 29 30 
 

 

   



September and October 1st - 15th 

9/01 Debi Durbin 

9/02 Rev. Tom Gregory 

 Mary Kendall 

9/06 Rev. James Swartz 

9/07 Jessica Passman 

9/12 Ruth Mourning 

 Gladys Taylor 

9/16 Daniel Phifer 

 

10/03 Carol Stewart 

10/04 Sue Hill 

10/05 Morgan Rozwarski 

10/07 Kitty Burris 

 Kelsey Bannon 

 Jamie DeLuca 

10/09 Barbara Eifler 

 Annaliese Bortner  

10/10 Nancy Buckles 

 Kiara Passman 

9/19 Pamela Hall 

9/24 Franklin Fraze III 

9/25 Dinah DiCataldo 

9/27 Ruth Coelho 

9/28 Victoria Collins 

 Saundra Jenkins 

9/30 Mary Wheeler 

Happy Anniversary  
 

 

9/15 Myra Hays & Tim Klement 

9/23 Bob & Carol Stewart  

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Robert “ Bob” Mayse 
 

 

*Our Birthday and Anniversary 

lists will now include the first 15 

days of the upcoming month. 

This is to ensure that everyone 

will not miss any important dates. 

Thank you. 


