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Not Yet!   

“But the exact day and hour? No one knows that, not even heaven’s 

angels, not even the Son. Only the Father knows. (Matthew 24:36 The 

Message) 

 
Dear Christ Church St. Pete Family & Friends: 
 

I continue to pray that you and yours are well and are staying safe by wearing masks, maintaining social 

distances and sanitizing. 
 

Many are asking, “when will we open?” As we continue to live in the throes of this pandemic, situations 

are changing by the minute. Cases are rising exponentially in our state. With the increase in positive 

cases among young people it has become clear that the spread COVID-19 is real and dangerous for all 

people. Our Florida Conference has advised that “churches should consider delaying plans to return to in

-person worship.” Because of constantly changing circumstances, our text from Matthew reflects the 

period of uncertainty in which we find ourselves. 
 

We have not yet established a reopen date for limited worship however we know that our Christ Church 

campus will remain closed, at least, through July and August. We will provide updates regarding 

continued closure and sufficient notice before reopening. 
 

A decision regarding a reopening date will be made by the Reopen Task Force in consultation with the 

Pastor and other leadership. Task Force members are Carol Hughes, Richard Fraze, Katrina Goodrich, 

Myra Hays, Jerry Smith and Gail Vazzano. They represent Trustees, SPRC, church operations, worship, 

finance and congregational care and are in consultation with companies and experts that deal with 

professional cleaning, air quality, and other issues related to a limited reopening. The Task Force 

continues to monitor scientific data, federal/state/local laws, CDC and Florida Conference directives in 

prayerfully considering how to best reopen our Christ Church campus in a way that keeps us as safe as 

possible during these unprecedented times.  
 

We hope you will attend a congregational ZOOM meeting on July 14th at 7:00 PM. You will be able to 

access this meeting by laptop, tablet, or smart phone. In the meantime, continue to join 

us for worship each Sunday on You Tube, participate in our on-line Lectionary Bible 

study and be in communication and prayer with and for each other. 
 

Blessings,         

Pastor Jackie 
Senior Pastor 





Staying Connected 
 

Please check out Christ Church on all our Social Media platforms. 
 

Visit our website www.christchurchstpete.org  

Like us at facebook.com/ChristChurchStPete 

Follow us at Instagram.com/ChristChurchStPete  

Subsribe to YouTube.com and search Christ Church St Pete Florida 

Also, be sure to use the hashtag #christchurchstpete when posting to social media so that 

everyone can see what you added.  

Lectionary Bible Study 
 

Our group has continued to meet remotely via the Zoom video 

conferencing program and have had a great time seeing each other 

every week and sharing  our time in the study of weekly lectionary 

readings. 

We meet at 4:30 PM every Thursday. In addition to exploring the 

scriptures and sermon for the previous Sunday we also explore the art 

and music the scriptures have inspired artists and musicians to create in honor of God. 

If you'd like to join the group as we continue in the season of Pentecost contact Al Paton 

via email at al.paton@live.com. 

Come Holy Spirit... 

 
Please remember when shopping on Amazon to “smile” at Christ Church. Simply go to 

smile.amazon.com and select Christ Methodist Church Inc. (the St. Petersburg location) as your 
charity of choice. Then continue to shop as normal. It is that easy! 

http://www.christchurchstpete.org
http://facebook.com/ChristChurchStPete
mailto:al.paton@live.com


Greetings Christ Church, 

I hope all are well and safe as we continue to navigate through the challenges of COVID-19 and racism our 

nation is facing. It seems fitting that July is Minority Mental Health Awareness Month. 

The Pinellas chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) offers several resources including support 
groups, classes, and Mentorship Training Programs.  On their website, you can find a 33-page guide to 
Navigating a Mental Health Crisis. 
 

https://nami-pinellas.org/ 
 

The following information was collected from their website: 

NAMI FaithNet is a resource network of NAMI members, friends, clergy and congregations of all faith traditions 

who wish to encourage faith communities who are welcoming and supportive of persons and families living 

with mental illness. 

Approximately 1 in 5 adults in the U.S.—43.8 million, or 18.5%—experiences mental illness in a given year 

Approximately 1 in 25 adults in the U.S.—10 million, or 4.2%—experiences a serious mental illness in a given 

year that substantially interferes with or limits one or more major life activities. 

Only 41% of adults in the U.S. with a mental health condition received mental health services in the past year.  

Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the U.S. 

90% of those who die by suicide had an underlying mental illness  

Only 62.9% adults with serious mental illness received mental health services in the past year. 

Suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death for people aged 15–24 years old. 

Know the warning signs: 

•  Excessive worrying or fear •  Feeling excessively sad or low •  Confused thinking or problems concentrating 

and learning •  Extreme mood changes, including uncontrollable “highs” or feelings of euphoria •  Prolonged or 

strong feelings of irritability or anger •  Avoiding friends and social activities •  Difficulties understanding or 

relating to other people •  Changes in sleeping habits or feeling tired and low  energy •  Changes in eating habits 

such as increased hunger or lack of appetite • Changes in sex drive •  Difficulty perceiving reality (delusions or 

hallucinations, in which a person experiences and senses things that don't exist in objective reality) • Inability to 

perceive changes in one’s own feelings,        behavior or personality (”lack of insight” or anosognosia) •  Abuse 

of substances like alcohol or drugs •  Multiple physical ailments without obvious causes (such as headaches, 

stomach aches, vague and ongoing “aches and pains”) •  Thinking about suicide •  Inability to carry out daily 

activities or handle daily problems and stress •  An intense fear of weight gain or concern with appearance 

(mostly in adolescents) persons and families living with mental illness.” 

Check the Christ United Methodist Church Wellness Ministry’s facebook page for more information. Feel free to 

message me there.  

 

Grace and Peace,  

Katrina Goodrich 

https://nami.org/Support-Education/Publications-Reports/Guides/Navigating-a-Mental-Health-Crisis/Navigating-A-Mental-Health-Crisis?utm_source=website&utm_medium=cta&utm_campaign=crisisguide
https://nami-pinellas.org/


Mission Is Open 

 
UMCOR-HELP DURING THIS TIME OF COVID-19 

 
From the UMCOR Newsletter: 

We’ve heard this on the news. We’ve read this in magazines. We’ve seen demonstrations 
of correct procedures. The simple act of handwashing can stop the spread of COVID-19. 

Clean water, though, is not available in all communities—even in the United States. 

In many places around the world, hand-washing stations are the first line of defense in 
communities without clean water. 

One of the recipients of an UMCOR COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund grant is Red Bird 
Mission. Red Bird Mission, located in an isolated, rural area of the Appalachian 
Mountains, serves Clay, Bell, and Leslie Counties in eastern Kentucky. Residents here 
experience chronic poverty, poor housing, and lack of jobs. Nearly 50% of children live 
below the federal poverty level. 

The pandemic is cruelly worsening the condition of people whose very existence is 
already vulnerable. The grant from UMCOR to Red Bird Mission is providing food, PPE, 
and handwashing stations, all vital in the fight against COVID. 

Every day, UMCOR is receiving urgent requests for assistance from local churches, annual 
conferences and not-for-profit agencies committed to alleviating the suffering for 
vulnerable populations. 

Responding to people’s needs during a crisis is why UMCOR was established 80 years 
ago and why its meaningful ministry continues.  

Christ Church is in a covenant relationship with the Red Bird Christian School (previously named Red Bird 

Mission School).  Each year $2,500 is sent to support the teachers in this school and your collections of box-

tops help purchase equipment for the school. 

 

To support UMCOR’s work in this field, make your check payable to Christ UMC. Write the name of the 

ministry and the Advance code number below on the memo line of your check.  Mail your gift to your church 

treasurer, Myra Hays.  To give online, through website www.christchurchstpete.org, click the Donate Now 

link.  Enter the Ministry and Advance # in the comments section.  Or you can give through the UMCOR 

website, https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx.  Please select Local 

Church at the bottom so that Christ Church gets credit. 100% of your donation supports this ministry. 
 

UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund 
Advance # 3022612 

http://www.christchurchstpete.org
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx


Hortin Child Development Center 
 

 It’s July and the heat of Summer is in full force! We are 

thrilled to bring back Wet and Wild Thursdays at the end of the 

month. The kids are always so excited to cool off with water! This 

month is packed with fun activities. To celebrate the 4th 

of July we’re having a picnic lunch in the courtyard on 

July 2nd. Then, we’ll be traveling around the world for 

our Summer theme of world vacations which means fun 

days like fiesta day, luau day, and camping day. It feels 

great to have a calendar full of fun days once 

again, it’s like finally seeing the light at the end 

of a very long tunnel! We hope you are all staying healthy, 

safe, and cool this Summer!  

 

Jessica Passman 

Hortin Preschool, Director 





 

If You're Not Feeling Well, Please Stay Home 

 

Please stay home and consult with 

your doctor if you are not feeling 

well. So far, we are unaware of any 

COVID-19 cases among our church 

community...thank God.  



 

Music Ministry Notes . . . .  
 

Thank You Worship Team  

     Sometime in the second week of March 2020, the lives of everyone participating in worship services at Christ 

Church, and many other churches in our state and country, changed drastically. No longer could we meet 

person to person as a staff, choir, praise band, liturgical participants, or congregations because of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  We had no idea how our responsibilities were going to change or exactly how we would 

accommodate the new requirements for quarantine and/or safe distancing.  But that did not stop us from 

‘creating’ a new model of preparation for and participating in worship. With Pastor Jackie’s guidance and 

encouragement, and expert counsel from Phil Hill, Jr. we embarked on a completely different way of worship 

planning, preparation, and participation.   

     As I write this article, we are exactly 100 days beyond our very first audio and video recording on Wednesday 

night, March 18, 2020. There were 7 of us present; Barry Stevens, Brandt and Lisa Heisner, John and Elly 

Hopkins, Phil Hill, Jr. and myself.  The following Friday, March 20, 2020, Pastor Jackie (and Josh) met in the 

chapel with Phil to audio and video record the Welcome, the Prayers and the Message.  And that’s how it all 

started . . just a few of us, at first, meeting on Wednesday nights and Friday nights for recording sessions, all in 

preparation for our online worship experience on YouTube.  It wasn’t too long before we knew that this way of 

preparing for worship was going to become the ‘new norm’.  While some things could still be recorded at the 

church (pastor’s message and prayers, Barry’s organ music/hymns, Brandt and Lisa’s praise music, etc.) all of 

the liturgy could be prepared by YOU and videoed from YOUR HOMES!  How exciting and rewarding it has been!  

     Here are some numbers that might surprise you . . .  

 More than 85 musical pieces have been recorded (organ, praise band, choral ensemble, solos, flute, 

piano, trombone, timpani, handbells, and sign language) 

 More than 50 people have participated in our online worship services at least once, as liturgists, 

musicians, photo opportunities, and readers for Mother’s Day or Father’s Day services. 

 Each service takes an average of 5 – 6 hours per week to record on Wed nights and Friday nights (that’s 

75 to 90 hours that have been spent recording in the past 15 weeks). That does not include the number 

of hours it takes for individuals to self-record from home, OR the prep/rehearsal time involved.     

AND . . . COUNTLESS HOURS have been spent by Phil Hill, Jr. in both recording and editing the footage for each 

service. Most recently, Colin Boyd, our new audio/visual technologies staff person has joined the team and is 

contributing immensely to the process. The level of expert guidance and professionalism and is a gift beyond 

measure.   

Thank You Worship Team  

Blessings and Joy, 

Carol Paton  

 
Please remember when shopping on Amazon to “smile” at Christ Church. Simply go to 

smile.amazon.com and select Christ Methodist Church Inc. (the St. Petersburg location) 

as your charity of choice. Then continue to shop as normal. It is that easy! 



 

In Memoriam 
 

Emma Hatfield 
 

Ronald “Ron” Binns 
 

 

July and August 1st - 15th 

7/02 Glenn Catchings 

 Karen Kadel 

7/06 Ann Quinn 

7/10 Gail Vazzano 

7/11 Christopher Leonard 

7/12 Annmarie McNamara 

7/14 Lucille Mayse 

7/15 Joe Brinegar 

 Marie Holden 

7/16 Mark Buehrle 

 

7/17 Barbara Revels 

7/18 Virginia 
Boehning 

7/21 Lisa Leonard 

7/22 Gillian Weeks 

7/24 Pat Evans 

 Katelyn Leonard 

7/25 Al Paton 

7/26 Craig Schiller 

7/28 Tom E. Gregory 

7/29 John Hall 

8/03 Dick Leonard 

 Victoria Bortner 

 Suzanne Fenner 

 Bobby Pace 

8/06 Carol Campbell 

 Valerie Coachman 

 John Lefebvre 

8/08 Franklin Fraze V 

8/09 Jordan Davis 

 Nancy Fraze 

8/10 Charlee Gregory 

8/13 Clint Horn 

Happy Anniversary  
 

7/09 David & Katherine Mertens 

7/20 Hugh & Pat Evans 

7/23 Rev. Tom & Reed Gregory 

7/26 Dick & Luanna Leonard 

7/28 Richard & Janice Andress 

7/28 Joshua Smith & Rev. Jackie Jones-Smith 

 

8/02 Bob & Marianna Bortner 

8/07 Richard & Nancy Fraze 

8/12 Steve & Cheryl Butler 

*Our Birthday and Anniversary 

lists will now include the first 15 

days of the upcoming month. 

This is to ensure that everyone 

will not miss any important dates. 

Thank you. 


